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Tempe Bicycle Action Group  
PO Box 1884  
Tempe, AZ 85280 
480-332-3284 
 
November 3, 2018 
 
To the Esteemed Mayor, City Council Members and Transportation Planners, 
 
Tempe Bicycle Action Group is writing in support of, and with great thanks for, your 
upcoming repavement project on South College Ave. Providing bike lanes on College, south 
of the US 60 pedestrian bridge, offers much-needed connectivity between South Tempe and 
North Tempe that is both safe and practical.  
 
After reviewing the area and performing several trials with the sample infrastructure 
painted on, we would like to offer our recommendation based on usability, traffic 
implications, and the most reliable research on bike lane safety.   
 
The pedestrian bridge path passes through Palmer Park and ends on College Ave. The path 
ends at a point that puts cyclists at curve in the road, a curve which does not currently have 
yield or stop signs to alert road-users to the path’s junction. Therefore, TBAG recommends 
that yield signs be placed on either side of the path’s entrance onto College Ave, 
particularly as there is a school and park there and both the roads, sidewalks and pedestrian 
bridge path are high-volume.  
 
In terms of street painting, TBAG recommends a sharrow 
painted on both lanes on College between the ped bridge 
and E. Carter (Option 3). This is because a cyclist exiting the 
ped bridge, headed southbound on College, will need to 
cross College to enter the right lane in order to ride legally 
with traffic, and simply adding a standard bike lane on the 
right-hand side could cause drivers to assume cyclists will 
not be riding in any other area on the street. Unfortunately, 
based on where the ped bridge path connects with College, 



the cyclist must cross traffic and therefore a sharrow would best indicate to drivers that 
cyclists may be expected in this area.  
 
On College between E. Carter and Cornell, TBAG recommends protected bike lanes 
(pictured below).  According to People for Bikes and League of American Bicyclists, 
protected bike lanes are the safest design for cyclists safely riding on streets shared with 

cars. Research also shows that near schools, and this 
project is situated in school and park zones, protected 
bike lanes calm traffic and reduce accidents. As 
protected bike lanes were not offered as an option in 
initial considerations, our secondary 
recommendation would be paint-buffered bike lanes 
(Option 1).   
 
Bike lanes situated directly next to street parking 
(Option 2) places cyclists in the “doorzone,” where 
cyclists can be injured as cars open doors into the 

bike lane, and walk or unload cars in the bike lane; additionally, drivers attempting to park 
would be put in the position of maneuvering around cyclists using the bike lane, which is 
unsafe for all parties. Something else to consider is that there is ample parking on the 
streets that flow into College; during our trial runs of the area between the dates of 10/27-
10/30 at various times, we encountered no cars parked on College between the ped 
bridge at US 60 and baseline, for example. Formalizing parking on College will only add to 
congestion and traffic incidents on an otherwise quiet road that typically doesn’t have many 
parked cars.  
 
Additionally, very few driveways connect to College in this 
repavement stretch, signaling that College is used primarily as 
a through street, while residential parking and driveway use is 
done on the feeder streets.  
 
The Tempe Bicycle Action Group, our partner organizations, 
and the community, thank you for your efforts in this 
important repavment project. For optimal safety and 
usability, we recommend yield signs placed at connection of 
the ped bridge to College, sharrows painted on College 
between the ped bridge and E. Carter, and protected or 
buffered lanes applied to College, south of Carter. The 
Tempe Bicycle Action Group is motivated and invested in 
participating in public outreach concerning design on this 
project. We standby to assist in any way that we can.   
 
Sincerely,  
Jackie Martin 
President, Tempe Bicycle Action Group  



 


